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By RobertMarkus, ChicagoTribune
Like most peopleoutside the state of Ohio, all I knew about Kent

state University was that it was a school touched by tragedy. I knew,
in addition, that in the same year it produced national headlines it
also turned out a stumpy little running back named Don Nottmgham
who gained a certain celebrity with the Baltimore Colts.

I know a little more about it now after huddling with Kent's
athletic director, Mike Lude, I know that Kent state's football team
won the Mid-America Conferencechamptonshtp for the first time in
its history and wound up in the Tangerine Bowl.

I know,too,that while the schoolmay /Stillbear the scarsof the
1970campusdisorders,it is functioning normally and Lude feels
that the athletic program has helped in that respect,serving as a
rallying point for the University's battered ;morale.

Lude was not at Kent state when the tragedy occurred, but was
keenly cognizant of its aftennath. He had applied for the Kent job
at the urging of a friend after being fired as head football coach at
Colorado state.

"Shortly after I sent in my application I was at Iowa and I
turned on the television set and there was the story about the shoot-
ings. I didn't hear from the University for a long time after that.

Eventually he did, of course,and by the middle of the next foot-
ball seasonhe was hired, but in the meantime he was anxious to find
out what the students' attitudes toward athletics would be.

"I didn't find any negative attitudes about athletics," he said.
"If l had, it might have affected my rdecisionto take the jo,b,'but J
can't really sayIthat becausethe sttuatlon did not arise. I think the
schoolsports servedas a ;rallying point and helped return things
to normal."

Lude is a strong believer in the value of Intercollegtate athletics
and has some ideas that some educators might find a bit radical.
For instance, he asked: "Why should a.nathletic program have to be
selrsustaintng any more than any other program in the school? The
way I look at it, we're in the performing arts. I don't think we have
to apologizefor collegefootball; it entertains a lot of people. I think
life is a little more enjoyable becausethere IS college football."

As athletic director, of course, he is ke-enly concerned with
money. He knows that football and basketball, the two revenue-
producing sports, have to be given top priority. "But even with a
successful football program the entire athletic program cannot be
self-sustaining," he maintains. "I see no reason it should not be
subsidized."

It may be just coincidental that Kent state's first football
championship came in Lude's secondyear as athletic director, but it
probably is not. "As a long-time football coach," he says, "I'm a be-
liever in that DId cliche that you coach better when you have good
play~rs. Recruiting is' the name of the gam,ein college football. You
can fire the coach-and in my own case I believe that under the
circumstances they bad to fire me-but unlessyou change somecon-
ditions it won't do any good.

"It's like changing jockeyson.·ahorse.-The horsemay surge for
a while, but if he'srunning out of his (classhe'llreventually fall.right
back where he was." ,

Some of the changes Lude made at Kent state were to relieve
the football coach of teaching responsibJility an'd to make mDre
money :available for recruiting. "The head coach used to have to
teach some classes,"he says, "and. I know that teaching is import-
ant. But I think when you try to do two things you don't do either
of them as well as you COUld."

Having gone thru the trauma of being fired himself, and with
rus belief that a new jockey won't revive a d'eadhorse, Lude did not
go to Kent carrymg a new broom. But the footbal coach resigned
and one of Lude's first jobs was to find a new on,e.

"The night the coachtold me he was leaving I made out a list
with five names on it." The man at the :headof the list was Don
Jamesand Ludedid InotIhaveto go any farther. "Don :wasan assist-
ant at Coloradowhile I 'Wasat ColoradoState and I had to recruit
against him. He was the one I wanted."

Kent's footbal team~officially the Gqlden Fllashes,is now referred
to as uThe James Gang" and Lude is sure tha:t its first conference
championship will not be the last. No amount of conference titles
or Tangerine Bowl trips will ever completely erase the memory of
that awful day in May, back in 1970.But The James Gang, 'at least,
is prOviding somehappier memories to go along side it.

When you think seriously, just
what chance have we to revive
the old senseof values, like re-
spect for the law and authority,
or differentiating between right
and wrong, when many of th,e
people charged with teaching
the,se ideals are seeking loop-
holes to circumvent them?

Or, put it this way: "Is win-
ning so all-fired important that
eduCl3ltors,regents ,trustees and
politicians condone cheating and
go to courts to show mitigating
circumstances to beat the rap
When violations have been ex-
posed?"

rhese are changing times and
maybe we will seethe day when
morality and honesty will be dis-
olayed among the Dodo and th.e
Dinoollurs in museums as ex-
amples of life in another em.

Instead of attempting to de-
fend the coaches who bend the
rules and cheat, a university
should fire the coaches imme-
diately.

The athletic director should be
replaced and if the president al-
lows a s'loppy ship like that, he
should also be replaced.

There is no pl1alCefor men sup-
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posedly teachin,g the lessons of
sDortsmansh'ip,honesty and fair
'Olayto younger men to be living
in the "grey world" of mitigating
circumstances, loopholes and
half -truths.

A university which tolerates
sruc.hactions is a disgrace, but a
university which attemp!ts to de-
fend su·c:hactions ought to be
kicked out of all athletics until
such tim.e as an administr,ation
takes over and sh()ws some of
the values we think education
ar'd athletics should foster.

The aboV'eis taken from an
a,rticle in the Salt Lake Tribune
written by John Mooney. I feel
it tends to. agree with the view-
poin,t of most athletic direc~rs,
coaches and administrations,
yet we G~l recognize the unde-
sirable actions. taken by som.e
departments in the state in this
article.

There is another side to the
'Sto'ry of aJthle·tics-the honest
contributions a sports program
gives to a school or ,University;
a good example is given in an-
other article on this page "Ath-
letics Have Helped Kent state
Overcome Tragedy."
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The second annual Alumni-

varsity game will be played in
the Alumni COloseumApr.il 13.
Former football players for Tech
living in the Butte area will
make up the alumni team; in-
cluded in this group are Don
Heater, Dan Mahoney, Dan Mc-
E'lroy, Glary Jones, Ed Pettigrew,
Mike VanDaveer and Rich Mer-
edith. Montana Tech Ore-diggers
will playas a wind-up to spring
practice. .

rl F t
linl

Spring -football practice began
for the Montana Tech Oredig-
gers the last of March and will
continue through April 13 when
the second annual Alumni game
will be played.

Passing game and new offen-
sive sets are being emphasized.
Coaches for the drills are head
coach John McMahon, Dick
Zornes defensive secondary, Bob
Be,erslinebackers, Mike Von De-
veer defensive line, Bill S,prinkle
'Offensivebacks and Rich Mere-
dith offensive line.

Returning seniors for the of-
fense are tackle Jim Person,
quarterback Chris Showers and
tailttuck Gary Holt. The senior
c!efensiveplayers are linebacker
Mark Ervin, tackle Bob Folsom,
back Dan Horgan and end Mike
Cope.

Returning lettermen from last
year are defensive back Reggie
Johnson, linebacker Dan Hutton,
back Herb Harris, rover back
Tom Pnmdv; tackle Al Stall-
worth, linebackers Dave Cole,
Doug- DeWald and D'ave Young
and back Matt Lenz.

Returning offensive lettermen
are solj.t end Larry Kilmer, tight
end Ltarry Ryd, tackle Tom Dyk,
guards Dan Ruminski, and Scott
Palmer and railb'ack Austin Mc-
Cully.

New p~ayers attending spring
practice are offensive guard Dan
Dysi.ng'er,center Ross Sc.haeffer,
tight end TDm Paine, and defen-
sive backs ..JohnVanDeveer and
Neil Weston. Buddy Walsh, star
of the Butte Central football
team and University of Montana
team will pllay the tailblack po-
sition for Tech.

The Monttall1aTec·hOrediggers
1973 football team will be bol'-
stered by two Ioeal high school
seniors who have accepted ath-
letic grants-in-aid.

Join'ing the Oredigger squad
will be Len Janson, 6'1", 190 lb.
center and defensive end from
Butte High and steve Weston,
5'10", 175lb. running back from
Powell County High School.

..John McMahon, Tech head
football coach, said he is pleased
to hraveboth young men on his
squlald. McMahon added, "We
feel Len is one of the finest foot-
ball players in Butte. Besides
being an excellent athlete, Len

~isalso a b-plus student."
Janson1's high sc,hool career

has been highlighted by several
athletic awards, including sec-
ond place honors in state wrest-
ling and 1972all-state center in
football.

J:ansoI}, son of Mr. ·and Mrs.
Len J·anson, 2617 Silver Bow,
plans to enroll in petroleum en-
gineerin.g at Montana Tech.

Weston was first team all-
conference this year on offense
and was second team all-coJn-
ference defense.

According to Coac'hMcMahon,
"Slteve is one of the finest run-
ning backs in the state, and he
also bias the ability to play slot-
back or defensive back. We are
very h1appyto have steve in our
progranl.."

Weston is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. E. D. Weston, No. 3 Silver
Court, Deer Lodge, Montana.
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The Montana Tech Handball

Club, in cooperation with the
Elks Handball Association is
sponsoring the Third Annual
Montana Intercollegiate Hand-
ball Tournament in Butte, April
14-15.The event will be held at
the Butte Elks Lodge.

Teams are expected from all .
colleges and universities in the
state.

Montana Tech's handball
team has captured the state
crown for the last two years.
This year Tech, will feild a
'strong team but will receive
heavy competition from the Uni-
versity of Montana, led by state
Champion and National Inter-
collegiate Champion, Bill Peoples.

Rich LeCoure,a Butte teacher,
won the singles event last year
in Helena as a representative of
Eastern Montana College. Mike
VanDaveer of Tech finished sec-
ond. Peoplesdid not compete last
year, but won the singles event
two years ago in Butte.

Rich McLaughlin and Ed
Kavran from Tech won the dou-
bles event last year, but will not

be competing this year, leaving
the doubles competlton wide
open.

Players may enter either the
singles or doubles competition. I
In addition to individual com-
petition, each college or univer-
srty may enter one team.

Tournament competition is
limited to undergraduate stu-
dents and aotlon will begin at
9:00 a.m. Saturday, April 14.
Spectators are welcome.

Following the championship
matches on Sunday afternoon
there will be a banquet. A side-
line faculty tournament for fac-
ulty representatives is also being
planned.

Tow:nament directors are:
Jack C,avanaugh, John
Badovinac, and Tom Tahija of
the Elks Handball Association
and Joe Kasperick and Tom
Wiallsh of the Montana Tech
Hand.ball Club.

For entry forms and ruther
information contact: Mr. Joseph
Kasperick, assistant professor of
Humanities and Social Sciences,
Montana Tech.
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Black Studies and Black stu-
dent Union at Montana College
of Mineral Science and Tech-
nology is invited to attend the
Pacific Northwest Black Confer-
ence for the purpose of coming
together (UMOJA), "Unity."

The date of the conference .
shall be May 24, 25, 26 at the
University of Montana, Missoula,
Montana.

Eight states in the pacific
northwest shall be attending the
conference and we shall be look-
ing forward to seeing you and
meeting you.
Topies:
1-Black Studies in the North-

west.
2-Polities of Black people in

the Northwest.
3-Isolated Black Community

Problem.
a. Where are they?
b. Economics problem 0 f

Blacks in orthwest.
4-Black Students Problems at

Northwest Colleges and Uni-
versities.

5-Communications 0 f Black
People in the Northwestern
United states (Community).

REGISTRATION FORM
"Togetherness or Phase-Out"

Motel Reservations Yes( ) No( )
How many: single doubles
Broadway Motel
Thunderbird

$3.00per doubles (2)
$4.00per doubles (2)

Edgewater (closest to campus)
$5.50per person double beds.

Registration Fee:
Faculty $12.00 Students $6.00

Food Service student rates:'
Breakfast $.80
Lunch $1.25
Dinner $1.50

Soul Food Dinner:
Gold Oak Room (out of fees)

Would you act as a discussion
leader. Yes () No ( )
Name: .
Name: _ _ .
School .
Address .
Will you have repr€sentatives
Yes () No ( )
Names of others .
Name _ __ .
Name _ __ __ _ _

For reservations please Clall:
Black Studies, 406-2'43-4301or
243-2651.

Mark Davis
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Montana Tech has been select-

ed as one of 175 colleges and
universities throughout the
country to participate in semin-
ars and study groups sponsored
by the Center for the Study of
the Presidency.

MialrkDavis, Butte, was chosen
to represent Tech at the sem'in-
ar. The Seminar was held in
Frenchlick, Indiana.

The theme of this years gath-
ering is, The Presidency of the
1970's." Ac,cording to' Davis the
reason for the confe·rencewas to
gauge the views of young peop.Je
around the country and what
type of relationship the young
people feel they have with the
federal government and the
pTesidency.

President Nixon, Elliot Rich-
ardson :andseveral other cabinet
officials spoke to the young
people.

One area of interest that
Davis participated in was the
discussion of the power struggle
between the Executive and Leg-
islative branches of government.

By virtue of Tech's selection as
one of the 175schoolsparticipat-
ing, Tec'h is now a member of
the Center for the Study of the
Presidency.
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